
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Hong Kong 
Background 

Official languages: Chinese & English 
Mother tongue: Cantonese 

MOI at schools: Chinese and/or English  
 

Historical context 
•  British Hong Kong (1841-1997): 

- Distinct EMI and CMI streams 
•  Handover (1997): 

- Promotion of CMI education by 
government 

- EMI schools had to apply for special 
exemption 

- Popularity of EMI schools increased 
•  Fine-tuning policy (2010): 

- Schools given greater flexibility & 
autonomy to choose MOI 

 

Current policy 
•  Goal: biliteracy & trilingualism 
•  Secondary schools can choose EMI if they 

meet criteria for: 
- Student ability 
- Teacher capability 
- Support measures 

•  Junior secondary must be the same MOI 
for all classes and subjects 

•  Senior secondary can choose to be all CMI, 
all EMI, or CMI/EMI for different 
subjects/classes/grades 

 
 

 

   
Language policy 

Singapore 
Background 

Official languages: English, Chinese*, 
 Malay*, Tamil* 

Medium of instruction: English 
* Mother Tongues taught in schools  

 

Historical context 
• British Colonial Singapore (1800s – 1942): 

- Introduced English-medium schools, but 
similar to Malaysia, the Chinese and 
Malay communities set up their own 
private schools as well 

• Singapore’s post-independence (1965 
onwards): 
- Popularity of Malay and Chinese medium 

schools decreased 
- Increasing popularity of English medium 

schools in a globalised world 
- Government makes English the 

compulsory medium of education and 
business 

 

Current policy 
• Goal: Increase students’ proficiency in both 

English and their Mother Tongue 
• Extremely proficient students – offered to study 

Higher Mother Tongue starting from Primary 
3, or Literature in their Mother Tongue in 
secondary school 

• International student options- learn one of the 
official MTs, find another school which offers 
their MT, or sit out MT completely.   

 
 


