
Hong Kong Education Reform

OLD ACADEMIC
STRUCTURE 

(BEFORE 2012)

NEW ACADEMIC
STRUCTURE 
(SINCE 2012)

It aims to reduce exam-centric culture,  provide
more non-academic learning opportunities and

achieve whole-person development. 

General

Core 
Subjects

Electives

Other 
Learning

Experiences
(OLE) 

S1-3
S4-5 HKCEE
S6-7 HKALE
3-year Bachelor's
Programme /
Others

Chi, Eng, Maths
in S4-5
Chi, Eng in 
S6-7

Streaming into
Arts and Science

No formal
structure

S1-3
S4-6 HKDSE
4-year Bachelor's
Programme /
Others

Chi, Eng, Maths, Liberal
Studies (Citizenship &
Social Development) in
S4-6 -> high order
thinking

Not limited by
streaming.
Introduce Applied
Learning (ApL) 
->vocational education  

Compulsory
At least 15% of the
curriculum time
e.g. community service,
career-related 
experienceReferences:

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/HKDSE/Progress_promote_HKDSE/EDB-NSS.pdf
https://334.edb.hkedcity.net/new/doc/eng/curriculum/LS%20C&A%20Guide_updated_e.pdf
Tan, C. (2019). Parental responses to education reform in Singapore, Shanghai and Hong Kong.
Asia Pacific Education Review, 20, 91-99 



Singapore Education Reform

OLD ACADEMIC
STRUCTURE

NEW ACADEMIC
STRUCTURE

Primary
School

Leaving
Examination

(PSLE)

Entering
Secondary 

School

Applied
Learning

Programme
(ALP)

PSLE score was
calculated using the
T-score system, (i.e.
student's T-score
compared to average
T-Score of Singapore
cohort -> aggregate
PSLE score (score up
to 300)

Streaming into
Express, Normal
Academic (NA),
Normal Technical
(NT) based on
PSLE score

Focused on
academic subjects
and national
examinations with
opportunities in
holistic development
(e.g. CCA, VIA)
*CCA: co-curricular activities;
VIA: values-in-action projects

Announced in 2016,
each standard-
level PSLE subject
will be scored using
eight bands known
as Achievement
Levels (ALs) - 
Band 1 to 8

Full subject-based
banding (SBB) by 2024. 
 In SBB, students can
choose to take different
subjects at different
subject levels, known as 
G1, 2 and 3. 
*G stands for General

Introduction of ALP in
all secondary
schools in 2017 ALP in
all primary schools
by 2023. (e.g. robotics,
drama, STEM-based)

References:
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/moe-full-subject-based-banding-secondary-schools-streaming-2544046
http://asiasociety.org/files/uploads/522files/advancing-21st-century-competencies-in-singapore-education.pdf
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/full-subject-based-banding/secondary-school-experience.html

PSLE banding: Reduce fine differentiation & high-
stakes nature of PSLE
Full SBB: Greater subject-level flexibility
ALP: joy of learning, application-based learning




Note: 6 common curriculum: Art, CCE, D&T, FCE,
Music & PE will be taken in mixed form class


