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Abstract:

Most students spend an enormous amount of time learning to speak English, while teachers
devote hours and hours to creating materials which will engage students in oral practice. In
this session, we consider how recent developments impact on the ways in which speaking
is taught. Specifically, we will look at the influence of spoken corpora, review debates
concerning NS and NNS models and evaluate the role of authenticity in spoken materials. In
addition, we will look at the ways in which recent research on fluency, listenership and
interactional competence might affect the ways in which we teach, learn and test English.
Advances in technology, together with new thinking in relation to what models we should
be teaching, have led to a radical re-thinking of appropriate approaches to the teaching of
speaking. Finally, we’ll review some of the practical issues around the teaching of specific
spoken genres and consider probable future directions.
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