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Abstract:

Computer models of reading are useful for thinking about the mental processes that support
reading, and for generating new predictions that guide research. In this talk, I will describe how
one of these models, the E-Z Reader model of eye-movement control in reading, has been used to
examine a question of recent public interest: How fast can humans read? A series of simulations
using E-Z Reader are used to identify the factors that constrain natural reading speed (e.g,
reading skill). By doing this, the model: (1) provides an estimate of the maximum attainable reading
speed and (2) tests the possible benefits of courses and apps that purportedly increase reading
speed and comprehension.
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