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Advances in digital technologies have expanded opportunities for language learning
beyond the classroom, making informal learning an increasingly visible part of second
language (L2) development. More recently, the rapid development of generative artificial
Intelligence (Al) has begun to reshape these practices by enabling new forms of human-Al
interaction, personalized feedback, and learner agency. This talk maps the emerging field
of Al-mediated informal language learning (Al-ILL), broadly defined as learners’ self-
directed and proactive use of Al technologies to support L2 development outside formal
educational settings. It first situates Al-ILL within the broader development of informal
digital language learning and examines how generative Al is changing the nature and
affordances of informal learning. It then synthesizes current empirical knowledge about the
factors shaping learners’ Al-ILL practices and their linguistic, affective, and cognitive
outcomes. Finally, the presentation outlines key directions for future research, with
particular attention to longitudinal inquiry, digital inequality, young learners, and greater

theoretical and methodological diversity.

Title: Reimagining International Chinese Language Education in the Al Era
Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAl) is rapidly entering the everyday practices of
Chinese language learning, offering learners immediate feedback and personalized support
that were previously difficult to access. Yet these new possibilities also bring uncertainty, as
learners respond to Al in different ways and teachers face changing roles and professional
demands. Against this backdrop, this talk examines how GenAl is reshaping international
Chinese education from both learner and teacher perspectives. It first presents an empirical
study of GenAl-generated feedback in Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) writing. The
findings showed improvements in learners’ writing confidence and performance, while
revealing different emotional experiences across proficiency levels, particularly greater
stress, anxiety, and confusion among lower-proficiency learners. Moving from learners to
teachers, the talk then presents a systematic review of GenAl-mediated teacher
development in international Chinese language education, examining research trends,
thematic focuses, sample characteristics, and methodological paradigms. Together, the two
studies reveal both the possibilities and complexities of GenAl for international Chinese
language education and point to new directions for future research and practice.
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