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Abstract:
Learning music seems unrelated to reading development. However, research has found that
music training improves word reading in alphabetic languages. In the past decade, the
segmental phonological awareness account has been proposed to explain this music-to-
language transfer effect. My team and | are intrigued by two questions. First, does the beneficial
effect of music training on word reading apply to Chinese, whose script is not alphabetic? If so,
does the segmental phonological awareness account alone suffice to explain this effect in
Chinese? In this seminar, | will report our recent studies investigating the effect of music training
on Chinese word reading and its underlying intervention mechanisms. Lastly, by reviewing the
literature, | have identified competing theoretical perspectives of music-to-language transfer. |
argue that these perspectives are in fact not mutually exclusive and can be integrated into a
comprehensive theoretical model.
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perspectives of music-to-language transfer: A study of Cantonese-English bilingual children,” published
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Research in Reading, Deafness & Education International, and Frontiers in Psychology.
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