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Intellectual styles represent individuals’ preferred ways of utilising their abilities. In an age
increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence (AI), the importance of creativity has soared.
This talk showcases primary research evidence highlighting the vital role of creativity-
generating intellectual styles across various domains of learning, performance, and
outcomes. Nevertheless, in institutional performance, such as students’ academic
achievement and teachers’ career advancement, these styles are often undervalued.
Professor Zhang argues that to promote favourable educational outcomes and adapt to the
AI era, diverse intellectual styles – particularly those that foster creativity – must be actively
encouraged at all levels.

Li-fang Zhang is a Professor of Psychology and Education at
The University of Hong Kong. She has (co)authored over 150
peer-reviewed journal and encyclopedic articles and
published dozens of academic book chapters and books,
including two monographs with Cambridge University Press.
She is the editor-in-chief of the Oxford Encyclopedia of
Educational Psychology and associate editor of Educational
Psychology. Moreover, she serves as a consulting editor for
the Journal of Educational Psychology and on several
editorial boards in psychology and education. 
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