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Abstract: 
Evidence synthesis refers to systematic, transparent, and reproducible methodological approaches employed to select, 
extract, and synthesise research information and evidence. In medicine and healthcare, evidence synthesis is a well-
established type of research, playing a significant role in bridging the nexus between clinical research and practice. In 
educational research, evidence synthesis is gaining visibility, exemplified not only in the increasing number of meta 
research published in recent years (e.g., on educational technologies in the post-COVID era) but also new international 
journals that focus on synthetic research (e.g., BERA’s Review of Education). Well-established types of evidence 
synthesis include, meta-analysis, qualitative evidence synthesis, scoping review.  

Focusing on the value of evidence synthesis in bridging the research-practice divide, I argue that innovative approaches 

are needed to conduct evidence syntheses that focus on the translation of research findings into practice. In the talk, I 

share three innovative practices in conducting evidence synthesis: review of practice, a type of realist review that focuses 

on contextualised practices or strategies related to teaching and learning; second-order review, or sometimes called 

review of reviews, that synthesises findings garnered from published evidence syntheses; multi-phase review that 

includes publications of a collection of evidence syntheses on a chosen topic. To exemplify these three innovations, I  

refer to my funded research projects on teacher education. 
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