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Abstract:  
This presentation will report the results of a large-scale longitudinal study of language and reading development in English 
Language Learners (ELL) and children whose first language is English (L1).  The results of this research indicate that children 
can be assessed for risk for literacy difficulties early in their schooling and can be provided with instruction that significantly 
reduces the incidence of reading difficulties.  The interventions worked well for both ELL and English L1 students. 
The children who were ELL had reading, spelling, and language skills equal to (or better than) native English speakers.  We 
found that many bilingual typical readers have better English reading, phonological, and spelling skills than children who 
have English as a first language. 
Many bilingual dyslexics, although clearly dyslexic in English, demonstrated better reading, spelling, phonological, and 
syntactic awareness skills than monolingual English L1 dyslexics.  It is as if exposure to a first language different from English 
helps dyslexic children develop advanced language skills, which then transfer to learning reading and spelling in 
English.  Perhaps their first language helps provide some protection against the potential adverse effects of their dyslexia.   In 
certain circumstances, we conclude that bilingualism is beneficial for dyslexics.  In contrast to the idea that the languages 
problems of dyslexics may interfere with language learning in an ELL situation, we have shown that there are situations in 
which bilingualism may provide an advantage for dyslexics. 
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