


Who Am I? 

• Professor Emerita, UW-Madison 

• Past-President, National Academy of 
Education 

• Fellow, The British Academy 

• Fellow, American Academy of Arts & 
Sciences 

• Fellow, American Educational Research 
Association 

• Fellow, Hagler Institute, Texas A&M 
University 



A Tale of 4 

Pandemics 



Arundhati 
Roy 



The Nature 

of 

Pandemics 

• Historical/½ pandemics have forced humans to 
break with the past and imagine their world anew. 
This one is no different. It is a portal, a gateway 
between one world and the next. We can choose to 
walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our 
prejudice and hatred, our avarice, our data banks 
and dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies 
behind us. Or we can walk through light!½ with 
little luggage, ready to imagine another world. And 
ready to fight for it. rv Arundhati Roy 



The Point of 

the Education 

Re-Set 



What It Means to Re-Set 



Lessons from history 



But What's Normal for Hong Kong? 

• Modeled after the UK/English System 

• Rated 2 nd by Organization for Economic 
Cooperation & Development (OECD) after 
Singapore 

• Rated 3 rd by Global Index of Cognitive Skills 
& Educational Attainment after Finland and 
South Korea 



So, Why Change? 

• Students rank Hong Kong education 2 on a 5-

point scale 

• 70% think Hong Kong schools are too focused on 

"academic performance" 

• 65% think Hong Kong schools deliver a "spoon 

fed" education 

• 57% believe there is an "overly competitive" 

atmosphere 

• 54% decry lack of choice re: assessments 

• 47% believe there is an over-emphasis on 

"elitism" 

• ½ students believe student suicide is directly 

related to school pressures 



You Can't Change Practice ... 

• Until you change THEORY! 

• Your practice is linked to how you think 
about learners, their parents (caregivers, 
their communities, and their cultures) 

• Your practice is an extension of how you 
believe people learn 

• Your practice will not change just because 
you receive new curriculum materials or 
strategies. 

Practice 
Theory 



Culturally Relevant Pedagogy 

AMERICAN 
EDUCATIONAL 

RESEARCH 
JOURNAL 

\ Qt .\.RTrM,' P\ Hl,f( \ no, OF 

Tue \IIRI � ro,c-'\nO,\J .flt\E.\R(ff A,-,."t(l(HTIO, 



Culturally Relevant Pedagogy 

Academic Achievement/Student Learning 

Socio-
Cultural Competence 

Pol itica 1/Critica I 

Consciousness 



Supporting Student Learning 

• Depth vs. Coverage 

• High Failure rate� Rigor 



Cultural 
Competence 

• Ability to be firmly grounded 
in one's own culture of origin 
and fluent in at least one 
other culture 



Socio-Pol itica 1/Critica I 

Consciousness 

• "Above all things I hope the 
education of the common 
people will be attended to; 

convinced that on their good 
sense we may rely with the 
most security for the 
preservation of a due degree 
of liberty." 

• Thomas 

Jefferson 



The Evolution of 

Culturally Relevant 

Pedagogy 

How many of you are on 
twitter? 



New Digital 

Divide 



• Focus on cultural history (e.g. revealing those 
things that textbooks omitted) 

1989 • Focus on community issues like urban 
renewal, veterans concerns, homelessness "Dream keepers" 

• Limited focus on student culture (one teacher 
used rap lyrics to teach poetry) 



"Today's Dreamkeepers" 

• Need to include popular culture to their understanding of culture 

• Need to recognize Hip Hop's longevity and power 

• Need to catch up with Madison Avenue 

• https://youtu.be/g8aqAgtwqcU 

https://youtu.be/g8aqAgtwqcU


And they continue to get it ... 



What Does This 
Mean in a post
COVI D-19/Racial 
injustice protest 

World? 

Remember what 

happened Post

Katrina? 

Role of Socia 1-

EmotionaI Learning 

& Mental Health 

Needs 

Changed 

assumptions? (e.g. 

who can have 

access to digital 

devices?, how 

important are the 

tests?) 



Post COVID-
19/Racial 
Injustice protest 
Student Learning 

Can we finally 
put tests in their 

proper 
perspective? 

How do we 
determine what 
students know 
vs what they 

have? 

Can we 
measure 
academic 

PROGRESS vs 
fixed external 

standards? 



Post-COVI D-
19/Racial 
injustice 
protest 
Cultural 
Competence 

What is the role of youth culture? 

What is the role of socio

economic differences? 

How do we help teachers 

understand disparity? 

What is the role of digital 

literacy? 



Post-COVI D-
19 /raci a I 
injustice protest 
Critical 
Consciousness 



A Culturally 
Relevant 

Student Project 

Elijah Furquan 

Since 1982, extreme heat has caused more deaths in Wisconsin than all 

other natural disasters combined 
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