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Abstract:
Wellbeing first entered the global vocabulary with the World Health Organization in 1948. More and more countries
have policies and strategies on wellbeing or socio-emotional learning. There are global ranking scales of national
happiness and wellbeing that have moved from the fringes of popular culture to the center of educational policy.
Well-being is the new frontline of educational improvement.
Learning is also changing. From being concerned with measured achievement and achievement gaps, there is
more focus on deeper learning that is more creative, innovative and addresses the whole person.
Improvement of wellbeing receives strong advocacy from experts and researchers in positive psychology on the
one hand and is also being criticized for promoting ways of being that urge calmness and compliance and that
may express aspects of cultural bias against particular identities and ways of being in how we define happiness
or wellness on the other. Wellbeing matters for children and for the adults who teach and lead them.
How are wellbeing, learning and identity connected? What are the relationships among them? This presentation
draws on just-completed research in 10 Canadian school boards where wellbeing was one of four system
priorities. It sets out the findings and explores possible implications for other systems.
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