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Abstract
The relation theory-practice in teacher work and teacher education is widely discussed and has
been described as a ‘gap’ (Korthagen, 2008) or as ‘the great disconnect’ (Berliner, 2008). ‘Grand
theories’ or epistemologies of education might have an impact on curriculum on a national level
(e.g. constructivism), but what roles do these play in teachers’ work to boost student learning? On
the one hand it has been advocated that teachers need an explanatory framework that can shed
light on how their actions in the classroom affect student learning (Nuthall, 2004); on the other, it
has been argued that these can hardly provide direct guidance for practice (Jaworsky, 2006).
In my presentation I will present results from research where the variation theory of learning
(Marton & Booth, 1997; Marton & Tsui, 2004; Marton, 2015) has been tried for those purposes
and with, as it appears, promising results.
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