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Abstract:

Blended/personalized learning - BL/PL - is often defined as pedagogical strategies that encourage: students
to learn at their own pace; students to have agency in what and how they learn; data-driven instruction that
informs what teachers and students do in the classroom; collaboration with community members such that
learning happens ubiquitously; and the use of technology to facilitate personalization for each student and
the ability of teachers to manage a classroom on a personalized level. While leveraging technology to create
more engaging classrooms is not new, the ability of teachers (and computer programs) to gather student
data and use that data to personalize instruction is new. Computer programs are gathering data - such as
how long a student hesitates before answering a question on a test - to help students and teachers
determine where they have learning weakness, and where they have learning strengths. The use of digital
technology to gather student data, to personalize learning, creates many ethical dilemmas for the teacher
and the school. How should the school ameliorate digital divides among students? Should students (and
parents) be concerned about an invasion of privacy when so much information is digitally collected in order
to facilitate personalization of learning? How can data be used to facilitate student agency (not teacher
control)?
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