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Abstract: 
What standard linguistic and pragmatic theories assume about how things work in communication and 
language use depends on there being commonalities, conventions, standards and norms between 
language users. These conventions of language and conventions of usage (e.g. Morgan 1978; Searle 
1979) create a core common ground on which intention and cooperation-based communication is built. 
When, however, this core common ground is limited as is the case in intercultural communication 
interlocutors cannot take them for granted, rather they need to co-construct them, at least 
temporarily. In the talk I will argue that this difference between L1 communication and intercultural 
communication may change our understanding of language in four aspects: 
 
1) Shifts emphasis from the communal to the individual, 
2) Modifies our understanding of linguistic creativity, 
3) Alters the nature of the semantic/pragmatic interface, 
4) Changes the role of context in language use. 
 
The presentation will discuss these four issues through several examples from actual language use. 
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