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Abstract:
Learning about our students’ social and cultural backgrounds is critical to engaging them in
the school curriculum but there is much we do not yet know about how we might draw upon
the experiences of socially and culturally diverse students as a curricular resource. We
examine in this study interactions and pomts “of connections — or perhaps more accurately
described, points of disconnection — when we as educators, teacher educators, and
researchers, were urged to further consider our assumptions about what we believed we
knew about the students. We draw upon these interactions as resources for learning about
“the students’ experiences, and for engaging them in school curriculum.
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